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INFERENCES ann REMARKS, 


IV. ¥.S God immutable, then all his promifes will be accom 
} plifhed. 

When we turn over the pages of facred truth, we find great 
-and precious promifes made to the true friends of God. To 
them is promifed the divine aid, to fuch a degree, that they fhall 
perfevere in holinefs to eternal life. The Apoftle was confident 
that he, who had began a good work in the faints, would per- 
form. it,antil the day of Jefus Chri. Said the divine Redeemer 
to his difciples, “ Verily, Lfay unto you, he that heareth my 
words and believeth on him that fent me, hath everlatting life, 
and fhall not come into condemnation. My fheep hear my voice ; 
I know them, and they follow me ; and I give unto them eternal 
life, and they fhall never perifh ; neither thall any pluck them 
out of my hand. My Father which gave them me is greater 
than all, and none is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.. There is no condemnation to them who are in Chrift Je- 
fus, who walk not after the fefh, but after the Spirit. He that 
believeth is not condemned. He that believeth thall be faved. 
Whofo confeffeth and forfaketh his fins, fhal] obtain mercy. If 
we. confefs our fins he is faithful and juft to forgive us our fins, 
and to cleanfe us from all unrighteoulnefs.” Thefe paflages, not 
to mention a vaft number of others of fimilar complexion, fuf- 
ficiently prove, that the real fubjects of divine grace will perie- 
vere in holinefs to eternal life, Their perfeverance does not de- 
pend upon the nature, or quantity of holinefs which they poflets, 
but upon divine promife. Independently of almighty aid neither 
the moft accomplifhed chriftian on earth, nor the highef faint in 
Vor. L Ge heaven, 
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heaven, would ever poffefs another holy feeling. They are pef- 
feétly dependent for all their holy feelings and exercifes. But 
God who has had mercy on them, by reconciling their hearts to 
himéelf, through Jefus Chrift, has determined and promifed that 
they fhall not be caft away and come into! final condemnation. , 
He hath determined that his friends now on earth thall perfevere 

in that divine life, which he hath begun in their hearts, until they 
arrive to the ftature of perfection, and are made meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the faints in light. hofe holinefs 
and felicity will be commenfurate with his own. And fince God 
has determined and promifed thefe things, they will certainly be 
accomplifhed ; for he is immutable. It is trues Chrift informed 
his friends that they would meet with great trials and afflictions 
while performing the journey of life. ‘ Behold, 1 fend you 
forth as fheep in the midi of wolves; be ye therefore wife as 
ferpents and harmlefs as doves. But beware of men, for they 
will deliver you up to the councils, and they will fcourge you 
in their fynagogues. And ye fhall be brought before gov- 
ernors and kings for my fake, for a teftimony. againft them 
and the gentiles. They fhall deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
ye fhall be hated of all men for my name’s fake.” But notwith- 
ftanding our Lord forewarned his difciples, that they would meet 
with much tribulation in this world, yet he exhorted them not to 
be difcouraged, but to be of good cheer, for he had overcome 
the world. He told them that in his father’s houfe were many 
manfions ; that he would go and prepare a place for them, and 
come again and receive them to himfelf, that where he was, there 
they might be alfo. If the friends of Chrift individually in the 
feveral ages of the world, are not called to encounter all thofe 
trials, which were peculiar to his primitive difciples ; yet itis 
certain that all who live godly in Chrift Jefus, will fuffer more or 
Jefs perfecution, and that through much tribulation they mutt 
enter into the kingdom of God. And while they participate 
with their primitive brethren in the cup of adverfity, they like- 
wife fhare with them in the promifes of life. They are aflured 
that the affli@ions which they here endure, which at prefent are 
not joyous but grievous, are difciplinary, and under the wife and 
benevolent adminiftration of their heavenly Father will prove 
falutary. Yea, they are affured that all things fhall work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpofe. And ali thefe promifes will certainly 
be accomplifhed, for God is immutable. Refpeéting the Church, 
God has promifed that, it fhall be preferved, and greatly enlarg- 
ed,’ notwithftanfling the malevolent affaults of all its enemies. 
Said Chrift, “Upon this rock (meaning himéfelf) wll I build my 
Church, and the gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it.” All 
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and hell, to extirpate the Church of Chrift ; but they liave failed 
in accomplifhing this important object of their defires ; nor will 
they ever fucceed ; for it is founded upon a rock ; the immuta- 
ble rock of ages. Infidels may rail and fneer, rage and frown, 
but the Church will live and flourifh, amidft all their oppofition. 
The time is rapidly approaching, when the now popular caufe of 
infidelity, {hall be {wept from the earth. And upon its ruins {hall 
be erected the Redeemer’s Kingdom, which fhall become univer- 
fal. ** It fhall come to pafs in the laft days, that the mountain 
of the Lord’s houfe fhall be eftablifhed in the top of the moun- 
tains, and exalted above the hills ; and all nations fhall flow 
unto it. And many people fhall go and fay, come yeand let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houfe of the God of 
Jacob, and he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths ; for out of Zion fhall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerufalem. And he fhall judge among the na- 
tions, and fhall rebuke many people ; and they fhall beat their 
{words into ploughthares, and their {pears into prunning hooks : 
nation fhall not lift up fword againit nation, neither fhall they 
learn war any more. ‘They fhall not burt nor deftroy in all my 
holy mountain : for the earth fhall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, asthe waters cover the fea.”” -Thefe promifes un- 
doubtedly refer to that glorious millenial age, when the king- 
dom of the Mefliah will become univerfal in this world. And 
they will afiuredly be accomplifhed, for he who hath promifed is 
immutable. © « Hath he faid, and fhall he not do it, or hath he 
{poken, and fhall he not make it good ?” 

For corroborating evidence that the Divine promifes will be 
fulfilled, we may appeal to the conduct of God towards his 
Church and people in former ages. Did he promife.to be the 
God of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob ? So he was. Did:he prom- 
ife to give the land of Canaan to their feed for an inheritance ? 
So he did. | “* There failed not aught of any good thing which 
the Lord had fpoken unto the houle of Ifrael: all came to pafs.’” 


Nor will there fail aught of any good thing, which he has prom- — 


ifed to his Church and people ; but all will be accomplifhed. 
Agreeably to his promife, all his true friends fhall perfevere in 
holinefs to eternal life. He will not forfake them under the fe- 
vereft trials and afflictions which they may be called to encoun- 
ter. His grace fhall be fufficient for them. All things fhail 
confpire for their good. The kingdom of the Redeemer {hall 
continue, and ere long {wallew up all the kingdoms of this world. 
Hence let the friends of God take courage. Fear not this:world, 
though, clothed in frowns and terrors. Your Jefus lias overcpme 
the world, and has told you not to fear thofe who have power 
only to kill the body. . Fear not, and fhrink not from the cup of 
affliction. ‘ Ye have not yet refifted unto blood, ftriving soyst 
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fin. And be not forgetful of the exhortatton which {peaketh uf 
to you, as unto children. My fon defpife not thou the chaften- 
ing of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him, for 
whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon 
whom he receiveth.’”? Be comforted in all your trials, with this 
fupporting confideration, that the Lord Ged omnipotent, infin- 
itely wife, and good, reigneth, who never was, and never will be 
difappointed ; and never did; and never will difappoint his 
friends. Not one of his glorious promifes to them will fail-of 
complete. accomplifhment ; for he is the * Lord, he changeth 
not.” | 
V. Is God immutable, then his law never did and never car 
undergo the leaft abatement or alteration ; and mankind never 
were. and never can be releafed from their obligations to him. 
It is very poflible {ome may imagine, that, in conlequence of the 
fall of man and the merciful interpofition*of the gofpel, that 
moral obligation under. which’ mankind were placed from the: 
firft moment of their exiitence, which required finlefs perfection, 
and. virtually denounced endlefs punifhment againft the trani- 
efior, for the leaft violation, has. been abated, and is lefs rigid 
In its demaneds and denunciations, than it was before thefe events 
took place.. But if we miftake not fuehan hypothefis is perfectly 
inconfiftent with the divine immutability.. ‘The moral law is a- 
tranicript, or reprefentation ‘of? the moral character of God. It 
exprefles his feelings towards right and» wrong ; and teaches 
rational creatures the obiigatiomthey-are under to him. Since 
God is what he is, a felfexiftent; -independent, infinitely perfect: 
Being, it is fit and fuitable thatvall rational creatures fhould make 
him the fupreme object of their-affections Mankind would have 
been under indifpenfable obligation to do this, had God never 
exprefsly. required it. But in his law which he has revealed ‘to 
them;. he-has expreffed this obligation in» plain unequivocal> 
language. “ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, withrall thy foul, with all thy mimd,-and with all thy 
ftrength.”” And “ Curfed is every one that:continueth hot in all 
things written in the book of the law to do them.” This com- 
mand and ‘prohibition grew, fo to fpeak, out of the very character’ 
of God. It is becaufe he is an infinitely perfect Being, that rational’ 
creatures ate under fuch obligation tohim. And for this reafon 
tranfgretlion is deferving of that curfe; which is denounced againtt 
it. ‘This obligation is binding on the angels of light and glory..- 
Ie is their indifpenfable duty to leve God fupremely, or-in a. 
meafure proportionate to their intelleétual capacities. Andfuch 
would be their criminality, that they would jufily deferve endlefs 
punifhment for the lealt deficiency. This was true gyith regard 
to the angels who kept not their firkt eftate. They violated their 
ebligation to God. In confequence of which they were inftantly: 
; doomed 











On the Imntutability of God. 245 


doomed to ceafelefs wo. But notwithftanding fuch an amazing 
change has taken place in their character and circumitances, no 
change has taken place in'God. He is juft as worthy of their 
fuprere love now, as when they were angels of light. And fo 
long as he is immutable, they will be under indifpentable obliga- 
tion to love him inthis manner. . Nothing but a change in God; 
ean deftroy, or in the leaft diminifh, their obligation to him. . The 
fame is true with regard to mankind. Beiore bis apoftacy, 
Adam was tnder obligation to love God with all his heart, om 
account'of his intrinfic excellency.. It is true Adam fell. And 
in his fall, his moral character underwent a total alteration. 
From a friend, : he became an cnemy to God. But God remains 
ed the fame. ‘Hence, Adam’s obligation to his Maker contin 
ued undiminifhed ; and fo it is with his poltenty. ‘Their rebel- 
lion has not, and never can, place them beyond xhe reach of 
obligation. They are under the fame obligation to love God 
fupremely now, as Adam was before he fell, for God is precifely 
the fame. Ando long as he continues the fame, their obligation 
to him will continue undiminifhed. Nothing thort of an effen- 
tial change in the Divine character, a change fr6% infinite per- 
fection, to imperfection, can deftroy or diminith the obligation, 
under which. mankind are placed, to love him fupremely, or to 
poflefs that finlefs perfection which his law requires. But the 
infinite God; praifed be his name, is immutable. He never did, 
and never will change. Therefore, be the circumftances of 
mankind what they may, profperous or adverfe ; be they in hea- 
ven or heli, they will be under infinite and eternal obligation to 
poffefs finlels perfeGtion. And for the leaft departure from fuch 
obligation: they jultly deferve to fuffer the penalty of the law, 
until:they can make reparation for the injury they have donc it, 


by violating its juft and reafonable demands. But fince finlefs- 


perfection is their conftant duty, they can never make reparation 
or atonement for fuch injury. Should the fmner repent the 
next moment after he has violated the Divine law, and ever af- 


ter be perfectly obedient, neither his repentance nor obedience’ 


could make reparation for paft difobedience. Nor could the 
longeft limited period of fifferings fatisfy the demands of the law 
for his paft mifeondu&. ‘To fuppofe that the finner can atone 
for his offences, in either of thefe, or any other poffible ways, 
and render it confiftent for God to avert that punifhment, which 
a violation of his law merits, is virtually to deny the neceffity of 
that atonement, which the gofpel has provided ; nay, further, it 


implies a denial of the gofpel itfelf. For in that we are affured,. 


“If there had been a law which could have given life, verily 
righteoufnefs fhould have been by the law. But the icripture 
hath concluded all under fin, that the promife by faith of jefus 
Chrift, might be given to them: that believe. Neither is there 
falyation 
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falvation in any other ; for there is none other name under liea- 
ven given among men whereby we mult be faved.” Thus fince 
that moral law, under which mankind are placed, is, like its glo- 
rious Author, immutable, both in its demands and prohibitions, 
thofe who have once violated it, have rendered thefnfelves deferv- 
ing of all the evils involved in its penalty, nor is it poflible for 
them to extricate themfelves from thofe evils by any acts of 
obedience, which they can perform, or by any fufferings to 
which they can fubmit. If the law has its courfe upon them, 
their punifhment muft be endlefs. The reader will underftand, 
that by the law abovementioned, we invariably mean the woral 
Jaw ; which, as before obferved, refults from the charaéer of 
God, and the relation which intelligent creatures Rand in to him, 
as their Creator and preferver. Since he is what he is, it is fit 
and fuitable, that all rational creatures fhould yield to him that 
refpeét, which his law demands. Nor is it confiftent with the 
nature and fitnefs of things, or the highelt good of the moral 
fyitem, that the moral law fhould ever require or threaten lefs 
than it now does ; or undergo the leaft alteration ; nor that 
mankind fhoufd ever be releaied from their obligation to God ; 


for he is immutable. 
HORATIO. 
[To be continued. ] 
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From PASCAL to FULIA. 
LETTER VI. 


HE converfation you had, my dear Julia, the other 

evening with the young libertine, as narrated in your 

fetter of the 15th inft. fuggefts the principal objections which 

have been made to the duty of prayer. ‘Though you have no 

difficulties in your own mind, agreeably to your requett, I cheer- 
fully reply to thefe objections. 

No perfon who allows the bible to contain a revelation from 
God, objects theoretically to the duty of prayer. For every body 
knows that this facred book is full of precepts, and examples in 
favour of it. <A prayerlefs Chriftian is, in every one’s view, a 
contradiaion. The objections which are urged againft prayer 
are entirely deiftical, and may be refolved into thefe a 4 
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i. The immutability of God, which is fuppofed to render pray- 
er totally unavailing. 

If. The omnifcience of God, which is fuppofed to make it 
needlefs. 

III. The goodnefs of God, which is fuppofed ready to com- 
municate, without waiting to be aiked, and which, therefore, 
prayer is faid implicitly to deny. 

There is indeed another objection, that God muft be difturbed, 
and worried, rather,than pleafed with fuch reiterated begging. 
The firft of thefe will be the fubjec of this letter. The others I 
muft referve for a future opportunity. The objection is this, 
That God is for ever the fame, that all his purpofes are unaltera- 
bly fixed ; that therefore, prayer muft be wholly inefficient and 
unavailing. This objeGion is founded entirely upon a wrong 
idea of the nature of prayer. I would not obviate it by deny- 
ing the premifes, but by rejecting the conclufion. The Armi- 
nians would think themfelves belt capable of replying to it, as 
they do not admit the abfolute decrees of God. But it is not 
worth while to ftrip the divine Being of his glory, and exhibit 
him as an improper object of prayer, in order to defend the duty. 
This is by no means neceflary. The duty of prayer muft be 
defended upon the ground that God is immutable in his purpo- 
fes. It is evident, that if he were capable of change, he would 
be imperfect. As prayer is an act of worfhip, whether it can be 
more reafonably offered to an imperfect, than to an unalterably 
perfect Being, I leave you to determine. 

Prayer implies confidence ; and we fhould foon be difcourag- 
ed from reforting to a being in whom we could place no conti- 
dence. But it is evident that our confidence in God mutt be 
inevitably weakened, if not deftroyed; if we believed him 
changeable. 

The duty of prayer refults partly from our being permitted, 
and invited to pray ; and from being aflured that our fincere 
prayers fhall be accepted ; or from the connection, which we be- 
lieve God has eftablifhed between prayer, and the obtaining of the 
good fought. But if God be in any refpect changeable, he may 
have already revoked, or yet revoke this eftablifhment. In fhort, 
upon this fuppofition we know not that God has the fame moral 
character to-day, which he had yefterday. Nothing is fecure ; 
ail the concerns of futurity are afloat. God is not a rock. 
His work cannot be perfeé. Bleflednefs is impoiflible to any 
creature upon this fuppofition. The principle of the objection 
agrees with what the {criptures teftify refpecting the divine im- 
mutability. Reafon fo entirely coincides with this teftimony, 
that moft of the theiftic philofophers do not hefitate to argue up- 
on the ground, that God’s purpofes are unalterable. Glory to 
his name, they are abfolutely fe. ‘‘ He is of one mind, who can 
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turn him ? He declareth the end from the beginning, faying, my 
counfel {hall ftand, and I will do all my pleafure. He worketh all 
things according to the counfel of his own will.” On this princi- 
ple the nameof God isa {trong tower,into which therighteous can 
run and be fafe. But how does this form a reafonable objection to 
the duty of prayer? If prayer were defigned indeed, and uled to 
produce an alterationin the divine purpofes, the objection, itis grant- 
ed, would hold. But what well informed Chriflian ever thought of 
this ? Are we not taught, both by precept and example, that our 
ultimate petition fhould be, “ thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven 2??? God’s purpofes, in the view 
ot enlightened minds, are all of them too good, and too dear to 
admit a wifh that any of them might be revoked, or that others 
might be fubftimted in their Read. True prayer is in coinci- 
dence with thefe purpofes. The force of the objection refts whol- 
ly upon the fuppofition that it is againft them. Here lies the 
difficulty, in the miltake of the objeétor ; not in any interference 
between the duty of prayer, and the divine immutability. The 
different parts of prayer have been denominated by divines who 
have written on the fubje@, adoration, confeffion, thank{giving, 
interceflion, and fupplication. We find all thefe in the prayers 
of our Saviour, and his apoftles, fometimes feparately, and fome- 
times together without any particular form, and as circumftances 
might render proper. Chrift indeed differed from us in this 
re{pect, that he had no fins to confefs. Now certainly there is 
no incongruity in adsring, in the manner of a direct addrefs, an 
immutable God: If immutability be a perfection of his nature, 
it is our duty to proftrate ourfelves before him, to blefs, and 
praife him in view of it. If we are finners, his immutability does 
not fuperfede the neceflity, or fet afide the propriety of our con- 
feiling penitently and humbly that we are fo. If we are indebted 
to him, as we are fure that we received our being, with all its 
_ attendant bleffings, from his hand, our indebtedneds refults from 
“the execution of his kind defigns, which are therefore a reafon 
why we fhould give him our grateful acknowledgments. As 
" prayer is a fupplication for temporal or fpiritual favours for our- 
felves or others, it will be faid, perhaps, the objection is confined 
to this branch. A little confideration will fhew us, that fuppli- 
cation is more proper and effectual upon the ground that God 
is, than upon the fuppofition thathe is not, immutable. If he 
were mutable, whether we fhould fucceed in our petitions or not, 
would, to fay the leaft, be at alltimes uncertain. Sometimes we 
might be fuccefsful ; at others we pretty certainly fhould not. 
Thiswe find to be the cafe among mutable men. Petitioners fuc- 
ceed or not, as the humour of their fuperior happens to be. If 
_ he is in good humour they poffibly profper, if he is choleric they 
get their labour for their pains. On this hypothefis God would 

evidently 
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y evidently be divefted of the chara&er of a prayer hearing God. ye 
il The greateft inducements to prayer would be loft. The matter ii 
a is quite otherwife upon the ground of his immutability. In this tf 
» cafe his goodnefs fecures to us the certain audience of all our rea- 

4d fonable, and dutiful prayers; for it is always the fame. His 

?. requirement of prayer is a perpetual edict of his government. f 
? The conheétion .which he has eftablifhed between atking, and Fi 
if obtaining the thing for which we atk, refults from hi®purpofe, ue 
al and is irrevocable. Hence prayer appears very far indeed, as far t} 
© as poflible from being nugatory. It is juft as importantas all means ae 
‘d are to their end; as antecedents are to their confequents. If 
? God have deterrnined to beftow a favour, and fixed the condition | 
. on which he will beftow it, the condition is indifpenfable. It | 
i mutt precede. Prayer in the cafe before usis this condition. It , 
Ir is very extraordinary that the eftablifiment of an infallible con- 
¢ nection between means, and their end, fhould be fuppofed to an- td 
. nul the utility of means. It is on this principle that means are f 


perfeétly efficacious. On the other they have no certain efficacy. 
Meané in this conne¢tion become a proper motive. As far as 
God can be-moved, and he is moved, fo as to feel the full force 
of every motive ; he is induced to extend that mercy which we 
crave. His feelings and purpofes are, and always will be, per- 
feétly the fame. But this idea does not militate againft the effi- 


cacy of motive. What is it to us whether his refolution to grant i 
our requelt were formed, in point of time, before we offered our 
prayer, or afterwards ? It is not lefs a mercy, nor is our prayer ni 


lefs effe€tual in the former cafe than in the latter. But it is faid, 
as events are fixed, the fame things will as infallibly take place 
without our praying as with it. This is not true. It may juft 
as well be faid, that as God had decreed that the year 1803 
fhould produce its annual harveit, it would as certainly be pro- 
duced, without the heat of the fin, and the fertilizing fhowers of 
rain, as with them. Why fhould we fay that one thing will take 2 
' place without another, when God has decreed, that they fhall 
take place only in cofnettion ? i 
Pleafed with the hope that divine grace will preferve you from 
the entanglements of delufive opinion, 
I remain, My dear Julia, 
Affectionately yours, &c. 
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Clerus. AVING previoufly attended to the perfections of 
God and the divinity of fcripture, let us now at- 
tend to the nature of Providence. 

Theophilus. We hope, Sir, you will define Providence ; for the 
acceptations of the word are fo various, that we fhall grope in the 
dark, without a feafonable explanation. 

Clerus. I am fenfible the word Providence is. capable of vari- 
ous acceptations.. /\uthors and teachers have made it correfpond 
with their peculiar theories of fentiment. In one author it imports 
the divine agency, in another the blind influence of fate, and in 
a third nothing but found to complete a period. 

Theophilus. Pray, then, give us the proper theological defini- 
tion. 
_ Clerus. Providence, I apprehend, according to the religious 
import of the word, is the univerfal agency of God, which con- 
{tantly caufes the exiftence of all creatures and objects both in the 
natural and moral worlds. 

Theodore. ‘Though I am not authorifed to difcard the defini- 
tion, yet at firft glance it appears to confound:creation and con- 
fervation: Is there no difference between the creation of the uni- 
verfe and its prefervation? 

Clerus. Yes,my young friends, there is a difference between 
the creative and fupporting agency of God, for the feripture fays, 
“Thou Lord haft made the heavens, the earth and feas ; and thou 
prefervelt. them all.”? But the difference, on examination, is 
merely fpecific and circumftantial : for the conftancy of God’s 
preferving agency is the only criterion which difcriminates it from 
his creative agency. Prefervation is but the continuance of crea- 
tion; for no man, independently of the conftant agency of Deity, 
has power to protract his exiftence, move a limb, or originate a 
thoucht. 

Theophilus. Your opinion, Sir, is different from the common 
one, that men at their creation are invefted with felfmoving influ- 
ence, and no more dependent on God than a timepiece is on the 
author. Some theorifts fuppofe that as a machine will move 
regularly feveral days and months fucceflively, without the agen- 
cy of the author, fo men and other agents are the fubjects of dele- 
gated power to a& in general independently of their Maker. 

Clerus. You have exhibited the vulgar theory, and alfo the 
theory of fome learned men who warmly advocate the felfmotion 
of the human will ; but not:the theory of infpiration. Both 
{cripture. 
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Ycripture and found philofophy inform us, that creatures in every 
poflible ftage and attitude of their exiftence are entirely dependent. 
Freedom and dependence are compatible, for while all our fprings 
are in God, while in him we live, and move, and have our being, 
and in all our ways, we are voluntary ; choofe and refufe with- 
out compulfion. ‘There isno interference between human agency 
and divine. 

Philander. 1am loath to differ from my teacher, but is is hard 
work to believe that I am abfolutely dependent, and yet entirely 
free or voluntary in all my aétions. Is it true that we are as 
dependent on divine agency for our voluntary exertions as for our 
exiftence ? Will not the doctrine of providence afford fome re- 
lief ? 

Theophilus. Are you not a creature ? 

Philander. Yes, and choofe to remain one. 

Theophilus. Then you are willing to be entirely dependent on 
your Creator. . 

Philander. Yam: but while this doctrine brings God fo near, 
by confidering me as dependent on his agency for what I vow am, 
as for my .firff exiffence, it makes me tremble. I am.afraid to live : 
for agreeably to this theory I live in God, and am nothing at 
any moment without his direct efficiency. 

Clerus. You ought to fay, Philander, that according to fcrip- 
ture your prefent exiltence is the effect of God’s prefent agency : 
for what philofophers ftyle the love of nature or the love of 
prefervation, is but the unremitting agency of God. Between our 
agency and God’s agency there is no intervening medium or ir.- 
fluence. The will. of God makes the univerfe what it is at every 
{ucceflive moment of its exiftence. Providence now efleéts what 
now exifts: and if God were to withdraw his prefent agency the 
whole creation wouid vanifh. OnGod’s will the univerfe now 
depends. 

Philander. According to your theory the univerfe, which com- 
prifes the natural and moral worlds, is but the unremitting effect 
of God’s conitant agency. 

Clerus. Nothing elfe, Philander ; hence we fay, that preferva- 
tion is but creation protracted or continued. God impreffes us 
with thefe furrounding objects and we are imprefled. The /ea/ is 
his, and the famp is ours. In one word, Providence is a conftant 
caule, and the univerfe is a conftant effect. 

Theophilus. ow greatis God! How fmall are men! Surely 
‘‘ the work of the Lord ishonourable and glorious.” The works 
of Providence are but the fucceflive works of creation. God is 
conftantly effecting what was effected at the beginning, when he 
faid * Let there be light.” 

Philander. You have my hearty concurrence. bait is 
either 
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either active or inactive. If inaétive, it enfures no end ; but if ac- 
tive, it isthe unremitting repetition of creation : for creation afide 
from divine agency is not only deftitute of any preferving influ- 
ence or principle, but is a mere nullity. 

Theophilus. We have perhaps afcertained the general nature of 
Providence : and 1 now with to attend to the particular accepta- 
tions of the word. 

Clerus. Twill attempt to enumerate the different fenfes of the 
word Providence. 

I. ‘There are common providences, fuch as the alternate courfe 
of day and night and the regular fucceflion of the feafons. 

II. There are remarkable providences ; fuch as the falvation 
of a child ten days by a fingle plank upon the open fea ; the fink- 
ing of mountains and cities by an earthquake, and other occur- 
rences of fimilar defcription. 

III. There are alfo miraculous providences, recorded by infpi- 
ration; fuch as the divifion af the fea, the paufe of the fun, and 
the refurrection of the dead. 

IV. We have alfo liberty to add the gracious providences or op- 
erations of the Spirit which change and fan¢tify the hearts of men, 
and qualify them for heaven. 

To fubjoin diftin@ly the redeeming providences of God is need- 
lefs. They are comprifed in the preceding articles. Inthe work 
of redemption common, remarkable, miraculous and gracious 
providences are all concerned. 

Theophilus. We thank you, Sir, for thefe difcriminations : for 
the various acceptations of the word have frequently been con- 
founded. But pleafe to mark the difference between common 
providences and remarkable providences. 

Clerus. The difference is this, common providences are fre- 
quent and conftant ; but remarkable providences, or what fome 
theorifts improperly ftyle fpecial, are feldom. It is common for 
2 woman to bear one child at a birth ; it is lefs common to bear 
two ; it is lefs common ftill to bear three; when, therefore, a wo- 
man exceeds and bears five or feven it is really remarkable: for 
fuch inftances are feldom. No other difcrimination between com- 
mon and remarkable providences is neceflary ; for they are of the 
fame nature. Thereis no difference but is circumflantial. There 
are many common providences and but few remarkable ones. 

Theodore. We underftand the diitin@ion. Pleafe now to point 
out the difference between miraculous and gractous providences. 

Clerus. Both differ from common and remarkable provi- 
dences ; for neither miracles nor new hearts are effected by the 
common operations of providence. 

Theodore. We comprehend you, Sir, hut pleafe to inform us in 
what refpects miraculous and gracious influences agree and differ 
between themfelves. 


Clore. 
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C. Clerus. 'The miraculous agency of God is difplayed on mat. 
le ter and mind ; but his gracious agency, only in the hearts of men, ie 
| It is God’s miraculous intiuence which ttops the dun, and inftantiy r 
reltores reafon to the {ubject of diitraction, and effets other events uf 
f of this difcription ; but his miraculous influence never produces 
a new hearts ; vilibility is attached to miracles for the important 
| purpofe of inftantaneoutly impreiling and convincing the minds 
ef of fpectators. Miracles are tor a fign not to believers but to un- 


believers ; and are therefore wifibile + ; but regeneration which is 

effected by the gracious agency of the Spirit is in its nature invifible, 
and manifelted by fubfequent fruits. 

Theodore. But is not renovation a miracle of grace ? and is not 

. the duration of the church ftyled by fome learned authors a ftand- ' 

, | ing, permanent miracle ? 

Clerus. Ifa pupil were to make no difference between 4 and 
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ef 6 in catting figures, he would ftand corrected by the common 
rules of arithmetic : and does not the author who confounds mi- ‘ 
raculous influences with gracious influences and corrected by fi 


a the bible ? For though the bible illuitrates the mighty power ot re 

) God in regeneration by his mighty power in raifine the dead to 
life, yet the fcripture does not ftyle regeneration nor janGification 
amiracle. Regeneration we grant is as greata difpl: iy of divine 
power as refurrection to life ; but this does not authorife us to 
denominate gracious se wee amiracle. Miracles and graces 
are different effects of the divine agency and mutt not by a heed- 
lefs ufe of words be confounded, As figures ftand for pecuniary 
fums; {fo words ftand for religious fentiments ; ; and both mult be 
ufed according to their real, proper acceptations. The obligations i 
we are under, never to ufe the name of God in a carelefs manner, a 
teach us to ufe the word Providence and other names and titles ; 
of Deity with judgment and veneration. 
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MEDITATION ON GOD’s LOVE TO THE 
CHURCH. rd 











HEN I look into the holy feriptures, I find many 

expreflions of divine love to the church. In the ue 

prophets God often {peaks to Zion, or the fociety of his chofen t' 
people, in the language of moft condefcending and gracious af- 
fection. ‘* Since thou walt precious in my fight, thou haft been 
honourable, and I have loved thee. I have fworn that I would t 
not be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee; for the mountains fhall , 


depart, 
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depart, and the hills be removed ; but my kindnefs fhall not dee 
part from thee, neither fhall the covenant of my peace be remov- 
ed. Ihave loved thee with an everlafting love ; therefore with 
loving kindnefs have I drawn thee.” Beiides many fuch direct 
éxpreffions of love, the Moft High reprefents himéelt as ftanding in 
the molt endearing relations to the church, calling it his family, 
‘his dearly beloved, his peculiar treaiure, his glory. In the new 
teftament I find equally ftrong expretlions of God’s love to the 
church. 

What am T to think of all this ? How can TI reconcile it with 
the known character of God ? He is perfeétly holy ; the eternal 
enemy of fin. But what is man? The defcription which the 
fpirit of God gives of him, is only the defcriptton of fin in its vari- 
ous formsand degrees. Was there any moral beauty in the peo- 
ple of God, that attra&ed the love of his heart and guided his 
eternal choice? No. They were by nature children of difobedi- 
ence and children of wrath, even as others. Evidence rufhes on 
my mind from every part of {cripture, that God did not fet his 
heart upon them nor choofe them for their goodnefs. Here I 
paufe. If God viewed his people as finful and vile ; if he faw no 
goodnefs in them, which excited his love ; in what fenfe did he 
Jove them ? what are the reafons of that high regard, which he 
bore to his church from everlafting ? 

To fatisfy myfelf I muft recur to the pages of infpiration, 
which firft taught me that the church is the object of divine love. 
I muft there learn what the ends are which God fupremely values; 
what is the great pian on which he is acting, and what the means, 
by which he is purfuing and will obtain his chofen obje&. I mu 
try to anfwer the inquiry confiftently with the holy character of 
Jehovah, and the glorious fcheme he is carrying into effect. ‘The 
fubject is weighty, and ought to be contemplated with profound 
veneration. 

The following reflections offer themfelves to my view. While 
attending to them, I feem to behold fome rays of light brighten- 
ing a fubject, which has often been fhrouded in darknefs. Yet, 
if upon the moft ferious review, thefe reflections appear the dic- 
tates of vain imagination ; if they appear inconfiftent with the 
general fcheme of revelation, or the honor of Deity; I will re- 
ject them as folly and prefumption, and filently adore the un- 
fearchable love of God. 

The firft reafon of God’s loving the church, which I contem- 
plate with fatisfaction, is sis cwn glory difplayed in faving the church. 
God loves his own glory. He values it above all things ; and 
therefore fets a high value on that by which it may be promoted. 
Ris people, confidered as finners, afforded him a wonderful opr 


portunity to glorify his great name. To fave finners with ever- 
lafting 
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lafting falvation ; to raife the vile to moral purity, and the wretch- 
ed to heavenly blifs, God knew, would difplay his perfeStions, as 
they were never difplayed before. He faw that the falvation of 
his people through a Mediator would manifeft his rich grace and 
all his attributes to the admiration of rational creatures. This 


fentiment I found on-the authority of infpired Paul. Tothe . 


church at Ephefus he thus reprefents the defign of the gofpel dif 
penfation ; “To the intent that now unto principalitie®and powers 
in the heavenly places might be known dy the church the manifold 
wifdom of God.” Now if God loved that his manifold wif. 
dom and unfearchable grace fhould be feen and admired by the 
heavenly world; he fet a high value upon the church, as the 
means of promoting that defiraBle end. Hence the propriety of 
God’s calling the church his glry. ‘1 will place falvation in 
Zion, for [frael my glory.” God eternally and moft fervently 
loved the church, as the fcene where his perfections would be dif- 
played, as the intended medium through which his moral glory 
would fhine for ever and ever. In this view all appears harmo- 
nious. I fee that God’s great love to his chureh is confiftent with 
a fupreme regard to his own glory, yea, ultimately flows from it. 
Here too I fee how the total depravity of thofe who will be faved 
is not only compatible with the fpeciai love of God, but furnifhes 
the occafion of its higheit exercife and difplay. 

When I thus confider the glory of God as the prime object of his 
regard in redemption, let me take care to affix definite ideas to the 
words [ ufe. What then, I afk mytelf, is the glory of God ? In what 
does it confift ? How is it difplayed ? For fatisfaction on this point 
I recur tothe oracles of truth. Mofes prayed that he might fee 
the glory of God. ‘To encourage him to expec an anfwer to his 
prayer, God faid, J will make all my goodnefs pafs before thee, and I 
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee. ‘The name which he 
proclaimed was, “ the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long fuffering, abundant in goodnefs and truth, &c,” 
When God made ali his goodne/s pafs before Mofes, he fhowed 
him his glory. The glory of God confifts in his goodne/s. Without 
goodnefs he would have no moral excellence, and would be wor- 
thy ofno honor. Infinite benevolence or love, which is only an- 
other name for goodnefs, is the divine glory. It is the intrinfic 
excellence of Deity. 

Let me purfue this pleafing contemplation further. After 
clofely attending to the exercifes of my own mind, I perceive that 
I can obtain no idea of true love or goodnefs feparate from the 
idea of doing good, or producing happinefs. When God does 
good, he aéts out or difplays his goodnefs. And when he difplayy 
his goodnefs, he difplays his glory, or glorifies himfelf. By ex- 
ercifing and difplaying his goodnefs, he honors his own charac- 
ter in the view of intelligent creatures. Accordingly, when I fay 
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God loves his own glory, I muft explain the propofition by fay- 
ing, he loves to do good. I cannot apprehend his glory feparately 
from his infinite goodnefs, nor his infinite goodnefs feparately 
from the greateft happinefs of the univerfe. 

Thefe thoughts, I hope, prepare my mind more clearly to un- 
derftand the great reafon, already mentioned of God’s love to the 
church. Egloves it with great and fervent love becaule it affords 
him an opportunity to exercife his infinite goodnefs, in communi- 
eating and enjoying bletfednefs. I turn my admiring thoughts to 
the inconceivable happinefs, which his grace imparts to his re- 
deemed people. If each'one enjoys a bleflednefs pure and godlike 
ii its nature and uncealing in itsyduration ; how great the fum of 
what they all enjoy. A finite mimd cannot comprehend it. None 
but God perfectly knows the worth of an eternal heaven. 

I find the profpect before me becomies larger and brighter. 

The happinefs of the redeemed is not all the happinefs brought 
about by redemption. By means of the church the whole 
kingdom of God is filled with new joy. The bleffednefs of an- 
gels is unmeafurably augmented, by the new difplay which God 
makes of his moral excellence in the work of redemption. To 
fee how Jehovah glorifies himfelf through Jefus Chrift leads the 
holy inhabitants of heaven to fliout for joy. But to place this 
fentiment in another attitude, I obferve, the holy inhabitants of 
heaven receive a valt acceflion to theit happinefs; by being ac- 
quainted with the everlatting happinefs of the church. ?Tis their 
nature to enjoy pleafure in the pleafure they behold in others. 
By raifing his redeemed people to the eternal enjoyment of him- 
felf, God adds greatly to the blifs of the angelic world. 
_ Why fliould I here omit the bleffednefs which God himfelf en- 
joys in the work of redemption ? Why fhould I pafs over in 
filence the moft important confideration of all, viz. the happinefs 
which the God of all grace finds in feeing his own glory difplay- 
ed and the good of his univerfal kingdom advanced by the falva- 
tion of the church ? God’s own bleflednefs in this refpe& was im- 
portant and worthy of confideration in proportion to its greatnefs; 
and it is great in proportion to his goodnefs.. As his goodnefs 
is infinitely greater than the fum of created goodnefs ; fo the 
Lleflednefs he enjoys from the falvation of the church, is infinitely 
ereater than what all other beings enjoy ; and therefore was dee 
fervedly the obje&t of fupreme regard in the fcheme of redemp- 
tion. 

Thus it appears that the happinefs refulting from redemption is 
great above all conception. Now God is infinitely benevolent. 
He delights in doing good, Happine/s, whether his own, or his 
creatures’, is dear tohim. The general happinefs is his highett 


aim, The agreeable conclufion to which I am brought is _ . 
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God loves the church, becaufe he loves to do good, and the 

church affords him a glorious opportunity. He loves to do 
ood to his creatures ; and, in the place of a better expreflion, L 

will fay, he loves to do’ good to himfelf. In both ways his in- 

-finite benevolence is gratified by redemption. Thus he holds 

his ranfomed people in high eftimation, as the fubjects of fo 

‘much happinefs themfelves, and as the medium of fo much 
ood to the univerfe. s 

Thefe reflections on God’s regard to his church are in fome 
meafure fatisfactory. Inftructed by revelation, I can plainly fee 
that his Jove to Zion fprings from a fupreme regard to his own 
glory ; or in other words, from a fupreme regard to the good of the 
univerfe. But I find paflages inderipture where God {peaks of 
his church as beautiful and lovely in his view, and declares his com- 
placence and delight init. In order, therefore, to obtain full fat- 
isfaction as to this fubjeét, I muft confider it in another point of 
view. The only conceivable ground of the complacential love 
of God to his people is the moral beauty and ghry, with which 
they are clothed by his grace." Speaking to his ancient church, 
God fays, “ thy renown went forth among the heathen for shy 
beauty ; for it was perfect through my comeline/s, which I had put 
upon thee.” The Moft High imprints upon his people his own 
moral image, fo that they become partakers of a divine nature. 
By the Holy Spirit they are adorned with the beauties of holi- 
nefs. Their moral purity is begun in this life, and will be per- 
fected hereafter. Now the Holy One of LIfrael regards with great 
delight and fatisfaction the work of his own {fpirit in his people. 
Whenever he looks upon them in this world, he indeed knows 
what rebels they naturally are, how totally finful in themfelves. 
But his infinite mind does not ftop here. His holy eye fees the 
amiable fpirit, which now begins to operate in them who are re- 
newed. And whether his chofen people are aiready renew- 
ed or not, he evermore looks forward to what they will be here- 
after. He fees the character they will ultimately poffefs, when 
they will bear the complete likenefs of Chrift, and ftand without 
blemith before his throne. Thus he loves, and he eternally lov- 
ed and delighted in, the church, as defigned to be the fubject of 
perfect holinefs, and to bear for ever the impreflion of the lovely 
character of Jefus. 

To reprefent God’s love to the church as operating in this 
manner and proceeding on thefe grounds appears to fall in with 
the tenor of his word, and with the moft exalted conceptions I 
can form of his wifdom and benevolence. 

Left this meditation pafs away without effect, I will endeavour 
to make a practical application of it to my own foul. 

I. Let me learn how to love the church of Chrift. I ought to 
Vou. I. li love 
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love it as God does ; that is, my affection ought to proceed on’ 
the fame grounds with his. I muft love Zion as the blefied me- 
dium through which God’s infinite glory fhimes and will thine 
for ever. I mu love the redeemed, becaufe in them and by 
means of them God will greatly augment the fum of general hap- 
pinefs. I mutt love and delight in them, becaufe they now bear 
in part and will finally bear to perfection the image of God’s be- 
loved Son. _ If my heart be truly pious, it will thus harmonize 
with the love of God. Let me then inquire ; Do I love the 
church for the fake of God’s glory? Do I love it for the fake of 
the general good ? Do 1 love it for the fake of the moral beauty 
which is put upon it by grace Uf I do, am one with God. And 
if I am one with God in the per of my heart, I may hope to 
behold his glory, and tovbe fatisfied with his likenefs. But 

Il. How aggravated is my guilt, if I defpife or neglect the church’ 
of Chriff. have heard and read, how God loves his redeemed 
people. Certainly then, if I hate them, I am far from agreeing 
with God.. Think, O- my foul, think with folemn awe, how 
dreadfully wicked it is to defpife Chrift’s church, to hate God’s 
chofen, beloved ones. Chrift faid to’Saul, who was perfecuting 
the church, * Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft thou me?” If I per- 
fecute his people, I perfecute him. If I touch them; I touch the 
apple of bis eye. Uf E wound them, I wound his heart. Let me 
then beware, and warn others to beware of this great fin, which is 
nothing lefs than defpifing God’s glory, the blefledneis of the uni- 
verfe, and the beauties of holinefs. 

If. J 4ere find powerful reafons to labour: and pray for the church. 
God’s heart is fet upon it ; and fhall not mine be? He is earneft- 
ly engaged to promote its profperity ; and fhall not I be engag- 
ed too ? The ever blefled Trinity has, from the foundation of the 
world, been carrying on a great work for the. good of Zion. 
And fhall not I co-operate with God ? O my foul, what motives: 
are here to lay thyfelf out for the good of Chrift’s kingdom. 
Shall I not pray for Zion? ‘Shall I not pray-conftantly and fer- 
vently for the holy city and habitation of God ? When I ftand 
looking on the church and fee how God’s glory, how the good 
of the univerfe is involved in it, and how itielf is‘adorned ‘with 
the beauty of grace ; fhall I not feel for its welfare? Shall I not 
rejoice in its peace and rifing glory ? Shall 1 withhold my imflu- 
ence, or my property, when [I can fubferve its enlargement ? 
Shall I grudge any thing I can do in this blefled work? Let this 
be my refolution ; I will feek the good of Jerufalem. I will la- 
bour and pray for the church ; and never be fatistied, till the look 
forth in perfe&@t comelinefs, and her. glory fill the earth, And T 
will ever regard it as my only happinefs, to have a place, how- 
ever low, among them who are interefted in God’s eternal 
fove. _ NEANISKOS. . 
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SELF EXAMINATION. 








MESS’RS. EDITORS, 


T the 144th page of the Magazine, Theophilus termi- 

nates a number of profitable remarks on felf examina- 
tion, by this, queftion : “Js /elf examination the firfi or the laft duty 
of any unrenewed Arner ?” 

The queltion, though attended with fome obfcurity, merits an 
anfwer, not only becaufe the author defires one, but betaufe it 
dire@ly concerns the intereft of fouls. 

By unrenewed finners, Theophilus undoubtedly intends thofe 
who in no inftance are conformed to God, and whofe hearts in 
all inftances oppofe him, for this is the only charatter of unre- 

newed men, given by infpiration. It is eafy to remark that God 
requires no actions or exercifes which are deftitute of holinefs. It 
cannot, therefore, be the duty of finners, previoufly to any “ 
action to examine whether they are God’s friends. We will p 
a fimilar.gueftion.; Is it the duty of a rebellious child, w Pile 
treating his parents in the molt uhdutiful manner, by fpitting in 
their faces, to examime whether he is not dutiful? Is fuch exam- 
ination pertinent ?) Shall the blind man alfo who cannot difcover 
the leaft glimpfe of light at noen, examine whether he does not 
clearly difcern furrounding objects? It is manifefily needlefs and 
cannot be his fir duty. . Qn the fame general principle, who docs 
mot fee that it is needlefs for thofe who hate God with ail their 
heart to examine whether they do not love him? Farther, is it 
the duty of finners to die in their fins? We fay no ; by no means ; 
God forbids it. Self examination cannot, therefore. be the lait 
duty of gracelefs men, for he who dies while deftitute of holinefs 
is configned to eternal ruin. Self examination, therefore, is nei- 
ther the firft nor the laft duty of any unrenewed finner ; but it is 
both the firft and laft duty of finners to be holy. Holinefs is thé 
fir and laf, the leaft and greateft, and the only duty which God 
requires of finners or faints ; for without holinefs no man fliall 
fee the Lord. But fays the inquirer; What fhall the man do firlt 
who is the fubject of . miftake, and thinks that he is the friend 
God while he is in fact his enemy? Anfwer : He mutt firft be. 
come God’s friend, and then felf examination will be dutiful and 
profitable, acceptable and honourable. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. What can be more difpleafine to God than for his enemies 
to examine whether they are not his dear friends? 

Ul. What ftronger evidence can finners exhibit of their dan- 
gcrous 
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gerous ftupidity than to fpend time in examining whether they 
are not chriftians ? , 

III. How delufive and dangerous the opiate which preachers 
often adminifter to their people, when without any diicriminat- 
inig remarks, they call uponthem at large to examine whether 
they are the children of God ! | | 

IV. Alas, how often has the proper effect of many good fer- 
mons been loft by this formal, indifcriminate mode of expreffion ; 
“¢ Let us all now examine whether we embrace the truth.’ All ftu- 
pid finners love to be intrufted with the bufinefs of felf examina- 
tion ; but they are not worthy of fuch confidence. For preach- 
ers, therefore, either direétly or indireétly to commit the truft to 
finners, is but flattering them in their fins. Inftead of urging fin- 
ners to examine whether they are not chriftians, let us rather 
urge them to commence chriftians immediately, and without de- 
lay ; for God grants no portion of time to be {pent in gracelefs 
actions, Not an inftant is given for exercifes which leave the 
foul expofed to deftruction. 

SILENUS. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PIETY IN PARENTS 
AND GUARDIANS OF YOUTH. 


To the ferious confideration of parents and guardians of youth, the 
following obfervations are fubmitted. 


I. T° is highly important, that parents and guardians of 
youth imitate the benevolent parent of all good, 

in effecting the permanent felicity of their families : God is the 
parent of angelsand men. He has a numerous family of moral 
beings dependent on him, not only for temporal fupport, but for 

fpiritual and eternal life. i 

The higheit good of God’s family ever lies near’ his heart, in 
all his works of providence and grace. As every private family 
is 2 part of the numerous family of God; and, as pious parents 
harmonize with the great and good Parent of the univerfe in af- 
fection, intereft and purfuit, they will like him, feek the perma- 
nent f-licity of their families. ‘The circle of their labours and. 
immediate ufefulnefs is indeed fmall ; while his conftant care is 
extended through the univerfe. Though the benevolent affections 
of parents and guardians embrace the higheft good of the whole 
‘ family of God, yet the fouls of others, are not. committed to 
their charge in the fame manner as their own fouls and thofe of 


their families. Chriftians are compared with foldiers ; they are 
alfo 
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alfo confidered as labourers together with God. A foldier is not 
required to perform the office of a general, but to be faithful,at 
his poit. Every labourer is not “required to act the part of a 
matter builder, but to do the work afligned him. _ Parents are 
not required to take care of the whole family of God, but to im- 
prove their talents efpecially for the good of their own houfe- 
holds, and thus to imitate their heavenly Father. 

II. Piety in parents and guardians of youth is peculiarly im- 
portant, as it refpects the fpiritual.concerns of their children. It 
leads to thofe vigilant, humble, and prayerful exertions, which 
ferve as a barrier to prevent youth from falling in with the cor- 
rupt opinions and practices of the age. Erroneous and delufive 
doétrines are propagated with rapidity. Chriftian doétrines and 
practice are by many rejected. Opinions are imbibed, which 
flatter the pride of finners, and praétices are cotintenanced in 
every order of fociety, which do not comport with the chriltian 
temper. There is in this land an awful degeneracy from the 
ftrict piety of our forefathers, both in principle and in praétice. 
Great exertions are made to corrupt the minds of youth, and to 
prevent them from paying ferious attention to their fpiritual and 
eternal concerns. ‘The religious opinions and good morals of 
fober well inftruécted youth are attacked by bad example, by ridi- 
cule, fcoffs and derifion ;. by fophiftical arguments, and by falfe 


and witty affertions, which are calculated to pleafe the fancy,’ 


and poifon the mind. 


Numerous families of bright and ingenuous youth, who might’ 


be an ornament to religion, and happy for ever in heaven, are 
now greatly expofed to delufion, and eternal ruin, by the craft of 
the wicked. ‘Their unexperienced age then calls for the protec- 
tion of parents and guardians. Does it not belong to them, as 
agents under God, to guard the opinions and morals of their 
children, and to take care of their eternal interefts ? Where fhall 
children obtain counfel, infiruction, and reftraint fuitable to their 
age, if not from their parents or guardians ? 

Of all human exertions, thofe of pious parents are the moft ef: 
fedtual barrier again{ft the growing corruption of youth. The 
moft faithful and affectionate labours of minifters will be in vain 
to the rifing generation, without the concurrence of pious par- 
ents. Such parents, to good example, and faithful inflruétion, 
will add their fervent prayers.to God for his bleffing. How often 
have fuch examples, inruéctions, and prayers, been ufed by God, 
as means of cOnMAA RIDA line of pious children in fome families 
to many generations ? Parents are.dependent on God to furcceed 
their endeavours ; and they. have good ground for faith and hope 
in him, if they do their duty. Were.it not fo, the corruptors of 
youth would have all the advantage. 
| = According 
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According to the natural courfe of things it is much eafier to 
do hurt than to do good ; to lead youth into the paths of folly 
and diffipation, than into the ways of wifdom. Many pious men 
may labour long in the caufe of truth, and effect but little ; “But 
one finner deftroyeth much good.” Good men, in promoting 
the caufe of truth, muft oppofe all the evil paffions and prejudices 
of human nature; but wicked men have only to put fuel to fire 
already kindled, and to lead where the unfanttified heart is nat- 
urally inclined to move. It is much eafier to fill a fpacious 
theatre with attentive fpe€tators, or a ball room with fprightly 
youth, than a houfe of worfhip with devout hearers. In places 
where but few attend upon God’s worfhip, houfes of mirth, and 
places of vain amufement, are thronged. In vain, are folemn 
and weighty arguments urged to perfuade thoughtlefs youth to 
look to a compaffionate Redeemer for mercy, while a few flrokes 
of pointed ridicule will induce them to fcoff at a bleeding Sav- 
iour. From the natural propenfity to evil in youth, infidels have 
derived great advantage in propagating error, and in -oppofing 
religion. But, pious parents and guardians of youth have an 
advantage above this : they have a God in whom they can truft, 
who holds the heart of every creature in his hand, and who has 
manifefted by his conduct, and in his word, that he heareth pray- 
er. Let this confideration encourage them to be faithful. 

Were there as many pious and faithful parents and guardians 
of youth in our land, as there are irreligious and unfaithful ones, 
would not the religious Rate of our youth be much more hope- 
ful ? Alas ! How many ftupid and thoughtlefs parents are there, 
who have little or no concern about their own fouls, or the fouls 
of their children ? How many parents, who are apparently fober 
and morally honeft, but not truly religious, who deny Chrift be- 
fore men ? How many formal parents, who have a name to live 
but are dead? How many infidel and fcoffing parents, who treat 
with open derifion and contempt the doétrines and duties of the 
gofpel ? Adas, the danger of the times! 

[To be continued. ] 
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ON THE RICHES OF REDEMPTION. 








hey goodnefs of God is fo admirably feen in the works 

of nature and the favours of providence, with what a 

noble fuperiority does it even triumph in the myftery of redemp- 

tion ! Redemption is the brighteft'mirror in which to contem- 

plate this moft lovely attribute of the Deity. Other gifts are 

only as mites from the divine treafury ; but redemption opens, - 
| ha 
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had almoft faid exhaufts,,all the: teres. of his glorious grace. 
Herein God commendeth his love ; not only manifefls, but ren- 
ders it perfectly marvellous ; manifefts it in fo ftupendous a 
manner, that it is beyond parallel, beyond thought, and above 
all bleffing and praife. Pf cvii. 2. exi. gs cxill, 7, 8. Cxxxix. 17. 











Rom. v. 8. Eph. it. 19. Mr. Hervey. 
= 

Part of a Letter from President DAVYES to Doctor 
GIBBONS. 








MY EVER DEAR FRIEND, ; 
if AM juf beginning to creep back from the valley of the 
fhadow of death, to which I made a very near approach 
afew daysago. I was feized with a moft violent fever, which 
¢ame to a crifis in a week, and now it is much abated, though IE 
am ftill confined to my chamber. In this fhattered flate, my 
trembling hand can write but little to you, and what I write will 
be languid and confufed like its author. But as the Virginia 
fleet is about to fail and I know not when I fhall have another 
opportunity, I cannot avoid writing fomething. I would fit 
down on the grave’s mouth, and talk awhile with my favourite 
friend ; and from my fituation you may forefee what fubjects my 
converfation will turn upon. Death! Eternity ! the fupreme 
tribunal. Bleffed be my Mafter’s name, this diforder found me 
employed inhis fervice. It feized me in the pulpit, hike a foldier 
wounded in the field» This has been a bufy fummer with me. 
In about two months I rode about five hundred miles, and 
preached about forty fermons. ‘This affords me fome pleafure in 
the review. Butalas ! the mixture of fin and many namelefs im- 
perfections, that run through and, corrupt all my fervices, give 
me fhame, forrow, and mortification. My fever made univerfal 
ravages upon my underftanding, and rendered me frequently de- 


Jirious, and always ftupid. But* when I had any little fenfe of 


things, } generally felt pretty calm and ferene, and death, that 
mighty terror, was difarmed. Indeed, the thought of leaving 
my family deftitute, and my flock fhepherdlefs, made me often 
ftart back and cling to life ; but in other refpects death appeared 
a kind of indifferency to me. Formerly, I have wilhed to live 
longer, that. I might pé better prepared for heaven, but this con- 
fideration had but very little weight with me, and that for a very 
unufual reafon, which was this. After long trial I found this world 
is a place fo unfriendly to the growth of every thing divine and 
heavenly, that 1 was afraid if I fhould live longer, I fhould be 
no 
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no better fitted for heaven 'thanI am. Indeed I have hardly 
any hopes of ever making any great attainments in _holinefs 
while in this world, though I fhould be doomed to ftay in it as 
Jong as Methufelah: I fee other chriftians, indeed, around me 
make fome progrefs, though they go on with but a {nail like mo- 
tion. But when | confider that I fet out about twelve years old, 
and what fanguine hopes I then had of my future progrets, and 
yet that I have been almoft at a ftand ever fince, I am quite 
difcouraged. O my good Maiier, if I may dare to call thee fo, 
i am atraid I fhall never ferve thee much better on this fide the 
regions of perfection. The thought grieves me. It breaks my 
heart, but I can hardly hope better. But if I have the leatt 
{park of true piety in my breaft, I fhall not always labour under 
thiscomplaint. No; my Lord, I fhall yet ferve thee; ferve thee 
through an immortal duration, with the activity, the fervor, the 
perfection of the rapt feraph that adores andburns. I very 
much fufpec this defponding view of the matter is wrong, and I 
do not mention it with approbation ; but only relate it as an un- 
‘ufual reafon for my willingnefsto die, which I never felt before, 
and which I could not fupprefs. 

In my fickneds, I found the unfpeakable im portance of a Medi- 
ator in a religion for finners. O, I could have given you the 
word of a dying man for it, that that Ze/us whom you preach isa 
neceflary, and all fufficient Saviour. Indeed he is the only fup- 
port of a departing foul. None but Céri//, none but Chrift. Had 
I as many good works as Abraham or Paul, I would not have 
dared to build miy hopes upon fuch a quickfand, but only on this 
firm eternal rock. I am rifing up, my brother, with a defire to 
recommend him better to my fellow finners than I have done. 
But, alas! [hardly hope to accomplifhit. He has done a great 
deal more by me already than ever | expected, and infinitely 
more than I deferved. But he never intended me for great 
things. He has beings both of my own and fuperior orders, that 
can perform him more worthy fervice. O! if I might but untie 
the latchet of his fhoes, or draw water for the fervice of his fane- 
tuary, it is enough for me. Iam no angel, nor would I mur- 
mur ‘becaufe 1 am not. My ttrength fails me, and I muft 
give over. Pray for me ; love me living and dying, on earth 
and in heaven, and hope thé fame from, 


Dear Sir, 


Your heart united friend and fervant. 


. RELIGIOUS 
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FROM! ONE OF OUR MISSIONARIES, 
Rev. Awd DEAR Sir, al | pore ; 
ARRIVED At Mr. Afexander’s; in Herkemeér cot * | 
: I ftate of New York, on Friday, June 2451803. Preach- if 
ed to‘one of ‘his ‘congregations, on the fabbath. Monday rode 
“-weftward’to'that part of the-country where Ihave {pent my ‘time. 
The towns to which my labours have been chiefly confined, are 
Trenton; Ramfen, -Stubéen; Welton, No. 4,°5,°7, 8 and ‘9, Cam- 
‘den. Thefe towns ate'firnated’on or ‘heat Mohawk ‘River. ‘The : 
firft town, in which I laboured for‘a confiderable length of'time, 
was Stuben. This place miffionaries ‘have frequently ‘vifited ; 
and it feems that ‘the-Lord has’ wonderfully fucceeded their ta- 
bours. ‘Within two or three years there has been an attention to 
— ‘réligion,-and a-church formed. ‘The place has not ‘been fettled a 
great many years ; and the people accordingly confider them- 
felves ‘Young ‘in ‘fociety. They give good attention to preach- 
ing, and appear to ‘exprefs gratitude for miffionary affiftance. I 
have fpent two fabbaths in Stuben. Our fabbath meetings, as 
well as lectitres, and conferences, have been folemn. 
Tuefday, July 5, aftefnoon' was diftinguifhed as a time of pray- ) 
t ‘ér. " Many people laid afide their bufinefs and attended. | ‘After a 
: fermion the congreeational, and baptift profeffors of religion eon- 
ferred, fang and ‘prayed together, with chriltian freedom, 'to' the 
fatisfaction of each other. “The confequences of this meeting, as 
‘ far as I could learn, were happy. We hope that an ardent {pirit 
> ~Of prayer-ard ‘watchfiilnefs was excited. 
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I'made a'family ‘vifit in this yplace, in the month of Auguit, { 
which I hope by the blefling of God was made profitable ‘to i 
fouls. ‘Two young women were under conviction, and very anx- fi 


fous to know ‘what‘they mult do. ‘I endeavoured to ftate’ their 
dreadful fituation by nature.” This feemed to ‘fill them with dif if 
‘trefs, and led them to cry out for the prayers of chriftians. ‘Thefe ' 
‘inftances of attention have folemnized the minds of other youn 

> ~people. The-laft meeting’ attended in this place was ‘really af 

4 féf&iing. ‘The young people tafried together in the fchool houfe 

| after the meeting was difmiffed.. Somietimes without {peaking 
‘they would-give verit ‘to ‘thir ‘feelings ; at other times they 
would fpeak to one another in’a low voice, upon the ftate of their 
‘fouls. All the‘time, they appeared diftrefled.. Although they 
‘lived 'in different parts of ‘the town, they tarried till late in the 
evening at’a eotiference ; and»when they bid me farew@l, for the 
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‘ligion about four years ago, fuppofed to 
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laft time, as we fuppofed, they expreffed by their converfation and 
looks, their miferable fituation, and apprehenfions of a far more 
dreadful ftate, in the world of fpirits. My laft words to them 
were by way of exhortation, to prepare for that folemn meeting 
at the bar of God, which probably would be our next. When f 
finifhed with them, they deeply fighed, and departed in tears. 
Although there are not fo many inftances of converfion in this 
placeas there have been, yet I hope the Lord has not forfaken it. 
I recollect an inftance of alate hopeful converfion. .1 think mif- 


_ fionaries can profitably {pend their time in this place, and may be 


inftrumental of preparing the way for the fettlement-of the min- 


The town of Wefton, where I {pent five weeks, at different 
times, lies weft, of Stuben and north of Rome. _ It is large enough 
for two-diftin& fociéties, and able to fettle two minifters, were iit 
not for divifions.., The methodifts are numerous. Befide them 
there is'a confiderable number of baptiits. Thofe who would be 
members of .a congregational fociety, live fcattered in different 
parts of thetown. The profeflorsare formed into a church, and 
hold their meetings every fabbath.. 

Soon after I went into this place an-afternoon for prayer was 
fet.apart.. Here I met. Mr. Cooley, miflionary from Hampthire 
Mifiionary.Society. Each of us preached a fermon on the occafion, 
to a very large eoncourfe of people, confidering the newnels of the 
country, and the different religious fects. At this meeting, there 
was a man deeply impreffed,: upon hearing Mr. Cooley preach 
upon thefe words, ** Surely thou didft fet them in dippery places,’’ 
Pfalm Ixxiii..18.. The wife of this man met with a hopeful change 
on returning from this. meeting, upon which I sletand ike 
$ an attention to ne- 
egin, through the in- 
ftrumentality of miflionaries,; ‘The young people here ae gone, 
feven, eight, and nine miles to hear me preach upon the fabbath. 
A. certain young woman was fuppofed. to have.met. with a. fav- 
ing change, about this time, but Mas fince plunged into a fingular 


In the weftern part of this town, there 


ftate. She appéared to enjoy the confolations of religion, it is- 


faid, fortwo or three yearg after fhe entertained a hope ; fhe was 
then enticed-to attend a ball. From that time, a ftate of  dark- 


-nefs fucceeded, which ftill continues, and teftifies to all who 


are acquainted with her, that “the friendfhip of the world is enmi- 
ty with God ;”’ and that the Holy Spirit will not.cgmmune with 


. thofe who “ chant at the found. of the viol.” , 


I have had a number of folemn fcenes to pafs through in Wef- 
ton ; particularly at a conference meeting, when fome came for- 


- ward imdiftrefs of foul, and begged prayers for themfelves.. The 


town 
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town of Welton made an attempt lately to join with Rome, and 
{ettle a minifter, but they did not fucceed. As they are yet in 
a broken ftate, they. make this an argument to prove their want 
of miffionary-aid. » They think that mifionaries are the proper 
perfons to hunt them, up, to unite them in the truth, and to de- 
fend them from the flood of error, which pours in upon them. 
About twenty miles to the weltward of Welton lie the fettle- 
ments of Camden, where I {pent five fabbaths of my miffion. I 
preached four fabbaths in No. 7 and No. 8, which formed but 
one fociety, when 1 was there, and one fabbath in. No. 4, a few 
miles to the northward. The whole town of Camden isa large 
tract of land, lying partly between the eaft end of Oneida Lake 
and Lake Ontario ; it has been fettled about fix years. No. 7, 
No. 8 and Ne. 9, meet together for public worfhip. The church 
was formed at Paris, by the Rev. Mr. Steele, before its mem- 
bers moved to Camden. When they had covenanted together, 
they went as a band of brothers and fifters into the wildernefs, 
where they conftantly attend to the ordinances of God. When I 
firft went to this place, the people inquired of me for a candi- 
date. ‘They had raifed money for preaching, but could not 
procure any. Profeffors of religion appeared awakened, and the 
profpect of doing good aibeined flattering. We held a day of 
fafting and prayer, which, I have reafon to think, was a profit- 
able feafon. Old and young laid afide their bufinefs, and attend- 
ed, four, or five hours, to religious exercifes with but about 
twenty minutes intermiffion ; and I think I may venture to fay 
the people were not tired with the meeting, when they went 
away. The longer I tarried in this place, and the more meet- 
ings we attended, the more attentive the people appeared. It 
appeared that the Lord was about to pour out his Spirit. When 
we held a conference after meeting on the fabbath, moft of the 
young people in the dettlements would attend. ‘They would go 
three miles to an evening meetigg, and were never in hatte to 
return. For fome time, I heard almoft every day of new in- 
ftances of unufual attention ; they came from the different parts 
of the fettlement to converfe with me about their fouls’ concerns ; 
difputes about fectaries ceafed’; and Deifts themfelves ‘confefled 
that they had better be chriftians, and be on the fafe fide. I 
recollect two who obtained hopes while I was there ; one was a 
woman, who came toa lecture in a carclefs ftate, and was greatly 
ftricken at the words of the text, when-they were repeated. The 
words are in the third chapter of Gen. gth verfe, “ And the 
Lord God ealled unto Adam, and faid unto him, Where art 
thou ?? ‘Thefe words fhe applied to herfelf, and remained a 
diftrefled creature, till we hope fhe in reality found herfelf a 
willing fubjeét, at the difpofal of a fovereign God. 
* The 
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The people in thefe fettlements feel the need of miffionary af- 
fiftance. Miffionaries have not fo frequently ‘called here, on 
account, perhaps, of the newnefs of the place ; but the land fet- 
tles very falt, and places of worfhip are crowded whenever mif- 
fionaries preach. Befide thefe fettlements there are No. 4, and 
No. 5, to the northward, where’ I preached feveral times ; and 
I hope with fome fuccefs. ~ No. 4 has been fettled about. four 
years. I fpent a fabbath in this place. Univerfalifmohas crept 
in here, and its votaries are ufing their influence to profelyte the 
youth. There is, however, an organized church, which appears ar- 
thodox, and I hope in fome baeafiite, contends for the faith which 
was once delivered to the faints. ‘The members of this church 
have never failed of meeting every fabbath fince the place was 
firft fettled. No. 5 is about five miles weltward of No. 4. It 
has been fettled but about two years. ‘They have no church, 
formed ; but are attending to the bufinefs. We had a le@ur¢ 
and after it a conference, while I was in the place, in which there 
was an uticommon folemnity .among the people. Chriftians 
were very tender, and among the enemies of Chrift, I thought 
there was a ftrange palenefs. Chriftians were fo overcome 
at the profpect, that they could fcarcely anfwer me ‘when I 
converfed with them upon the fubject. ‘This appearance was 
the more ftriking to me, as I fuppofed the attention all began 
that afternoon. But afterwards I learnt that thofe who were 
unufually tender in the meeting had been fo before. The other. 
places which I vifited, Trenton and Ramfen, are ready to receive. 
miffionaries, and-are dependent. upon them for congregational 
preaching. : aauaull 

Miffionary bufinefs appears to me both pleafing and ufeful. 
While 1 was on the ground, I found many who fpake_ of the 
Kind and benevolent exertions of miflionary focieties, with much 
apparent gratitude, and often with tears. The circumftances of 
people in new countries is fuch that they cannot make fuch pe- 
cuniary returns to focieties, upon fhort notice, as they could wih. 
I have received , ae 

_ From Stuben _. 5 dolls, 
From Welton 5» 48 5-2. 
From the fettlements in | 

No. 7, No. 8, and” 
No. 9, Camden 10. 


[Te be concluded in our next}, 
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THE EXPERIENCE OF MRS. L——Y. 
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LIVED almoft entirely unconcerned about my foul, till 

I was paft 18 years of age. 1 fometimes thought of dy- 

ing, but concluded I was as good as others, and fhould fure as 
well. About this time I was munch difturbed in mind, by the 
difcourfe of Rev. Mr. . I fometimes thouglit i was one of’ 
the worft of creatures in the world ; and the confideration morti- 





fied me exceedingly. I wanted to get rid of fuch uncomfortable 


views and feelings. I tried to pray daily for feveral months ; 
and followed itfor the moft part forfevera] years; butfoon my con- 
{cience became in a great meafure quieted, and I thought l-was 
doing well. When I was about 22 I entered into a family flate. 
I aimed to difcharge my duty to my family, and in feveral fitu- 
ations, thought I felt a refignation to crofling providences ; 


which further flattered my vain hopes that I was ina fair way for 
heaven. When I was about 30, we removed to Peabody’s patent in’ 


York County. For feveral years I thought if ever 1 became a 
chriftian I fhould be a Baptift. In this new country, I had but 
little opportunity of hearing preaching, till the Methodifls came 
among us. lIfound their doctrines iuited me exactly ; and al- 
though I never joined their fociety, yet I liked them. ‘Their 


preaching comforted and encouraged me in the way that I was. 


I had opportunity frequently of converfing with a profcflor, who 


was a Congregationaliit, that lived not far diftant; but he would 


ive me no encouragement. I often felt put out. with him, be- 
caufe he would have no charity for me. But it was the means 


of my fufpecting that I was not on a good foundation. I was 


frequently in fuch diftrefs that I was put to it to keep it conceal- 
ed from other people. I fometimes made efforts to get rid of it, 
and too often fucceeded in fuch dreadful.attempts ; and my dif- 


trefs would leave me for a while ; at which I was much rejoic- 


ed to think I could get along in a more peaceable way; but 
it would again return upon me from time totime.. Sometimes I 
was ready to think it was all the works of the devil, that I fhould 
feel fo uneafy when I could hardly tell for what, When | was 
36, about 3 years fince, I was alarmed at the death of a woman 
in the neighbourhood, who was greatly diflreffed for her ioul 
upon her death bed. It caufed me to feek and pray more earn- 
ely than before ; and to form new refolutions to do better than 
eyer.. But.alas, I made them in my own flrength, and they led 
me again to have frefh hopes of myfelf. I thought I was grow- 
ing better fait, and took great fatisfaction in my religious per- 
formances. But I was brought to a ftand in an unexpected 
manner, and all my rifing hopes fuddenly dathed again. One 
cyclins 
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evening I thought I fhould have a good time in fecret prayer. 
i waited till the reft of my family were gone to bed; and then re- 
tired and kneeled down to pray ; but fuddenly fuch a fenfe of my 
exceeding finfulnefs ftruck into-my mind, that 1 could not open 
my mouth, not even to fay fo much as God be merciful to. me.a_fin- 
zer! It feemed to me that I never had done any thing right in 
my life. Alimy prayers, that I before took fo much delight in, 
now appeared to be performed in my own ftrength, and abomina- 
in God’s fight. I now refolved never to pray again in my Tife, 
unlefs I was forced to ; but my diltrefs was fo great, that I did 
rot hold my refolution long, without trying to pray again. But 
God feemed at a great dillance from me in prayer. I tried to 
get rid of my trouble, by paying a more than ordinary attention 
£0 my worldly: bufinefs, but all in vain. I frequently meditated 
upon my. finfulnefs, and fearched my heart. Such exercifes fre- 
quently took awgy all appetite for my food, and 1 felt dif- 
couraged and difheartened from attending to any thing. Latft 
fall as the gays began to fhorten, my diftrefs increafed with the 
thought, that my days were fhortening in like manner ; and of- 
ten on afternoons, when the fun was lowering in the weft, I was 
deeply imprefled with the thought, that thus I was fnking to the 
Toweft pit. Every thing looked gloomy, and there was nothing 
in which I could take comfort. I thought I could give any thing 
in the world if things would look to me as they ufed to do, My 
diltrefs continued increafing, and my hopes growing lefs and lefs, 
notwithftanding I tried to pray more and more ; all my fins 
flared me in the face ; O how many flighted opportunities could 
I then think of ! Palt fermons and admonitions, calls and warn- 
ings now broke in upon me like a flood, and it feemed as if there 
could be no mercy for fuch a creature. I continued in this fitu- 
tion nearly a week, in which time I took but little food or fleep, 
On the night of the 4th of Dec. laft, I could take no reft; I 
tried in vain to fleep. I thought at laft'that I muft make my 
cafe known to my neighbours, or I muft die. Having for fome 
time laboured under fome bodily indifpofition, 1 concluded I 
could notlive long at any rate. I rofe from my bed and walked 
the room. I thought of fending for fome of my neighbours, but 
it was a dark nighf, and I did not love to diflurb them. I 
thonght of afking my hufband to pray for me, but I then re- 


' fle&ed how I had once defpifed young people that were religious, 


T had my choice in a companion that had no religion, (though 


» otherwife a kind hufband) and now poor foul he could no more 


pray for me, nor himfelf than I could. I was afraid to leave the 
room on account of my health, and. was brought to fuch a ftrait 
that I felt conftrained to pray, although it was in my hufband’s 


hearing. J did not feel afhamed of it, for it feemed to me that 
my 
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miy cafe was fo deplorable, that if every body knew its they coult 
not help praying for me. Afterwards I Jay down again, but 
could take no reit. Icould not think of refling the body, while 
the foul, was in fuch imminent danger., My inquiry, was, What 


fhall [ do ?. 1 thought I mutt arife without.a momient’sdelay and 


lie at the feet of Jefus, and if I muft perifh to perifh there ; and 
although it appeared entirely juft if I flrould be watt off for ever, 
yet as fo many had obtained mercy, who couk! tell but I might. 
I arofe in hafte and tumult of thought; but fuddenly my mind 
was calmed, and all feemed ferene. ‘Thefe words came into my 
mind, “ Be ftill, and know that lam God.” I found I muft be 
willing to be at his fovereign difpofal, and wait his time to fhew 
mercy. [I felt exceedingly comfortable, and was led to admire 
God’s patience in bearing with me fo long, and faw that his juftice 
would fhine bright, if 1 fhould be feparated for ever from him. 
I took down my teftament and read, but it feemed a neW book, 
although I had been acquainted with the bible from my youth, 
yet now it feemeda@s new, as if I had never read a» letter init 
before, in my life. Reading gave me a fatisfacion, that I 
never felt before. Afterwards I lay down again and flept quiet- 
ly till daylight. When I awoke, I burit into a flood of tears to 
think how I could get rid of my burden fo foon, ‘and how my 
many fins, which had been fo aggravated, could be pardoned. 
It feemed tome, if they were forgiven, I ought tocry for them 
as long as I lived. I felt an inexpreflible love for-every body. I 
had thought in times paft, that fome of my neighbours had 
wronged me im fome inftances ; but now it feemed as if all had 
done better than Ehad. After this I had frequent fears left my 
fins were not forgiven, which caufed me many tears,» But in 
about three weeks I think God appeared for me, and his mercy 
through Chrift appeared like a boundiefs fountain, and I experi- 
enced inexpreflible joy, in viewing all my fins wathed- away. A 
few days after this a miffionary from the Maffachufetts Miffion: 
ary Society came this way, and although I had formerly thought 
I never fhould profefs religion in the congregational way, yet 
ever after I was delivered of my burden, and indeed for fome 
time before, I wanted exceedingly to fee a minilter of that order. 
This miffionary was the firft that I had an opportunity of feeing 
and hearing, and truly it was {weet to my foul to hear the word 
from his mouth, and to come forward and attend to baptifm 
myfelf, and bring my children with me. This was a privilege I 


felt myfelf unworthy of, although I rejoiced in the opportunity. ™ 


It feemed to me that God fent the miflionary this way on pur- 
pofe, and I cannot be thankful enough for it ; and I think it my 
duty to teftify my gratitude to him, and the fociety that fent 
kim, for their generous endeavours in fending the gofpel inte 
fuch 
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fuclv deXituterplaces) Trdefire the prayers of God’s people, that 
“I 'may ‘be ‘enabled to! live. to God’s glory while I live in this 
world, that I niay never be deft to difhonour the caufe of Chrif, 
‘be carried through the trialsthat f:may meet with here, and at 
Jak arrive tothe manfions of eternal peace hereafter. 


: ; . . R. L. 
Peabody's Patent, Difiri® of Maine. 
Fuly 29, 1803; | 
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HAD ferious impreflions when a child, fome of which I 

can remember, before I was fix years of age. My parents 

tere profeflors, and parental inftrufion oftén déeply impreffed 
my mind. Toften felt afraid that I fhould die, and certainly go 
to hell ; and while quite young, often felt afraid to go to fleep, 
Jet I fhould awake’ in hell before morning. Sometimes I cried 
about it while I lay awake ; and fometimes by faying the Lord’s 
Prayer, t felt fo'far relieved as to go to fleep quietly. . When I 
wwasia little paft #2\ years old, ‘my attention was more ferioufly 
called up, by reading Mr. Shepherd’s Sincere Convert.. I then 
thought that I muftilead a different life ; was refolved to fet about 
fecret prayer. © ‘Laccordingly began, and never omitted'a day from 
that: day to this, ‘without trying to pray. But I had not follow- 
ed praying “lorig, before 1 concluded that I was confiderably 
good; could not think of any of my age and acquaintance that 
I:thoughit prayed as I did, and was ready to with ‘they did. 
Once'and again, the thought would occur, “ unlefs I am con- 
verted I fhall be'damned, notwithftanding all my good prayers.” 
This occafiotied uneafinefs from time to time. Sometimes I 
tried to'believe ‘I was converted, as I had lived ‘tolerably fteady 
from my childhood, .1 didnot know but 1 might be ‘fanctified 
from the womb, and‘hearing’ the obfervation made, that perfons 
might beconverted and not ‘knox it, it ferved to help me in this be- 
lief. But when Uheard chriftians talk of the exercifes of grace, 
of communion with God, &¢. I found I knew nothing about it, 
and gave up tlie thought of trying to believe T was converted. 
© Lfometimes refle@ed upon the terms of falvation. I found God 
had told ‘me in his word that I’muft repent and:believe, in‘ ordér 
torbe ‘faved ; but again, I read that Chrift was exalted to. give 
repentance, and faith was the gift of God. 1 fometimes felt in hopes 
of obtaining thofe graces by feeking from thefe words, /eek rs A 
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Fealt fad: But again my hopes would fall before this. word, 
lany fhall feck to enter in and fhall not be able : and not every one that 
faith unto me, Lord, Lord, Sc. 1 found, 1 could not believe my- 
felf, nor lay God under any obligation to beftow grace upon me 
by any of my feeking. Such confiderations often occafioned the 
enmity of heart to rife againft God, for placing mein fucha 
fituation,, though I little thought then, that it was enmity 
againlt God. I ufed to think, if God had only fufpended falva- 
tion upon fomething I could have done, while unconverted, 
there would have been fome fenfe in it ; but now it was all out of 
my reach. I thought I would have been willing to run to the 
ends of the earth, to climb to the moon, (if practicable) and die a 
thoufand deaths, (if I could have come to life again, and not be 
damned,) to have made the falvation of my foul certain. When 
I heard of the fudden converfion of fome openly profane perfons, 
I wondered why God could not convert me as well as thofe: I 
was fure I. had a better title to it than thofe who never prayed ; 
and if God fhould caft me off, after fo many good prayers, and 
affectionate tears, it appeared to fhe it would be really a hard 
cafe ; and yet in that very temper [ wouid go away and confefs to 
God, in prayer, that I was a poor miferable, unworthy, finful 
creature, and that it would be juft in him to calt me off for ever. 
I was in hopes, if I made fuch humble confeffions, that God 
would not be fo hard hearted as to caft me off at laft.. And fo 
deceitful was my wicked heart, that it did not once then tell me 
I was lying to God! When I was under twenty, by reading and 
paying attention to the fubject, I was convinced of the infuflicien- 
cy of my own righteoufnefs to fave me either in whole or part, 
and was refolved I would utterly renounce all dependence up- 
on it, and depend only upon Chrift for falvation. . After this, T 
thought I was free from felf righteoufnefs. After this I had op- 
portunity of hearing a Deift pour ridicule upon the fcriptures. 
It troubled me much ; but it eventually forwarded my _convic- 
tion.. I found I lacked an intérnal evidence of the truth of divine 
revelation ; that I ftood only upon the prejudice of education, and 
longed to’know religion by experience. 1 felt very unhappy for 
nearly a year after this, by times, and thought it would have been 
better for me if I had been fome creature that had no foul. I 
have fincé thought, that if I had not had opportunity of hearing 
chriftians talk upon experience, I fhould have turned Deift ; but 
by that means I could not doubt of the reality of religion. I 
found it fometimes difficult to read fome parts of the bible with- 
out thinking of the banter of the Deift, particularly the Song of 
Solomon,was ready to with it out of the bible. But O, how much 
comfort {hold I have loft if my wifh had then been realized ! 


Nearly the laft of this unhappy year, I had opportunity of hear- 
Vor. L. Ll ing 
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ing Bofton’s Fourfold State read in a’ fociety’ meeting.’ "Phat pare 
of it where he is treating of being’ cut off from the olf fick, and 
ee gt the wew, was madé a means, I believe, of giving 

é laft ftroke to my falfe’ confidénces.' I then felt as if it Was a 
gone cafe with me ; I had then been ‘praying, after my fafhion, 
or more than ten years, and had got no nearer converfion; as’ 
knew of, than I was the firft moment that I began. My whole life 
appeared now nothing but fin; my, prayers, I faw, flowed’ from 
Wrong motives, and could availhothing. If ‘I had been’ ‘much 
more diligent and fervent in them than I had been, it would*have 
amounted to the fame thing. Inow felt myfelf‘in the hands of 
a fovereign and holy God, againft whom TI had ‘been finning all 
my days. Tt appeared. perfectly juft if he fhould caft me to 
hell, and'I felt as if I muft fay amen to it, dréadful as it’ was, 
without replying againft him, for I wondered he had‘not fent me 
there long before ; but in as much as T was out of hell, and God 
was merciful, I thought there was a bare poffibility that he might 
yet convert and fave me. _ L then came to God like 4 poor, naked, 
deftitute, ‘empty handed beggar, that had nothing to plead but 
mere mercy.for mere mifery. Y did not dare afk for great things, F 
thought I could be’ contented with crumbs of mercy, I remain- 
ed in this fituation about thre¢ days, when the way of falvation 
by Chrift opened to my view with fuch clearnef$ and: delight, as 
afforded inexpreffible fatisfaction. I faw how God could be jut 
and yet jultify the ungodly, that believe in Jefus.’ “I thought if f 
had a thoufand fouls I could venture them all upon Chrift. © t 
then wondered I had never feen things in’ this light before, when 
fT had been trained up in this doctrine, that I muft be faved only 
by the righteoulefs of Chrift..’ I now faw, that fo far from be- 
ing clear of felf righteoufnefS, I had made a B cee eay ‘of my 
refolze not.to depend upon my own righteoufnefs. And fo far from 
being willing to, do /o much for my falvation as I once thought, I 
now faw that I ‘had, been unwilling“ to accept a free gift. After 
this I ventured to exercife a little Rs: but had many fore ftrug- 
gles with doubts and temptations, for nearly four years, but after 
that, it pleafed God fo to clear up my evidences, by his word and 
fpirit, that I have entertained a comfortable ‘affurance of my 
ftate for a number of years, although I find from time to time, 4 
law in my members waiting Again the law of my mind; but I 
believe Chrift.will help me to gain the complete vittory at laft, 


£ 


and that eternity will be fhort enough to fhout his ‘Praife. 
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Extracrs From HER Daary., [Continued from page 204.) 
Inertial Evidences ofa Christian Heart. 

“¥ ‘heart-aswery deceitful, but fo far as I.know it, I 
er B kriow-wlien I feel ,happiett, and what I delight moit 
fenfibly insisI dove my: friends dearly, but I love the prefence of 
God more: ‘| delight;in good. fociety,,.but I prize communion 
with the Father offipirits more... L love to ferve my friends, but 
I delight: vafly more in feeling my very wiil entirly fubject to 
God.» Yea, Lhave,fouid an unfpeakable pleasure in having my 
will, croffed;::and, my,catnal delires denied by him.. And i do 
know: that I neverdelt better pleafed tham when I furrendered my 
will, affeGions, and all. my conceyns into his hands,,and left it with 
him: to do'juft»what he pleafed cherewith. — Is not,this real relig- 
id ? If it isnot, I. kiiow net what it.can be ; nature cannot at- 
tain it: It is conttary.to nature to love io be crofied, and. this 
becaufe God choofesit.,-. Can lefs than a’ divine power work this 
in fuch a finful heart ? Surely_no... Be thankful, O my foul, to 
the God of grace.! Cah L ever praife him,enough for bringing 
vile wretched me. out of darknefs into»marvellous light! My 
errand now to the throne of gra¢é; fs to’ get more of this heavenly 
temper ; I would have it the very breath of my heart daily, hour- 
ly, and in every moment of my life; Father not as Iwill, bat as 
thou wilt.”? O.my heavenly Father give me this conformity :té 
thee. Let my:will be crofied, humbled, ‘broken, till it-is: fwal- 
lowed up in thine. -Let’thy will be'the rule of mine, empty me 
of felf, and’ mould me‘into thife image for Chrift’s fake. Amen. 
 T FRUST T have had moré réal delight in the things of God 
the paf month, and mare folid'pleafure; than ever I took: in the 
world ‘and all its ‘pay’ allurements: > "The word. andthe divine 
truths of the golpe have’ been prized and delighted in, efpecially 
thofe which relate to’the’divine perfon, wondrous offices, actions, 
enefits, love and #race“of the’ blefled Redeemer. I have-loved 
read of him and meditate on him 5 yet alas, 1 know not what 
think of mytfelt: My héart js fo apt to loofe this guft, to forget 
this favour of his‘nameé, to'feturn t6 flothy and yet farther to wan- 
dér fiom him ;:and fome days I have’ fuch a backwardnefs ‘to 
fecret prayer, thafiit is, when performed, gone about as a tafk, 
and Ff have no fpiritual views of God or *defires after fpiritual 
. mercies, 
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mercies. Again, I get fome faint glimpfe and feem to want te 
have the enjoyment of God’s prefence, and to be afrefh brought 
near to him, even to his feat, to’ behold his glory, to fee his beauty, 
and that I may have the higheft efteem ot him, and ardent love 
to him, and heart fatisfying communion with him. Again, I 
return to a dull indifference, yea, to an abfolute negligence of him, 
fo that I can come to no clear fatisfactory conclufion about my 
ftate. Iflam a believer, I am the lowelt of all; if a hypocrite, 
a felf deceived one, andin awful danger of perifhing.” Lord Je- 
fus, I beg thee to have pity on me and fave me to the tittermolt ; 
thou cantt do it, I believe thou ‘canft, and Lbeg thy free mercy. 
TrueI am a great finner, but my fins, though they .deferve infin- 
ite punifhment, do not furpafs thy powerful grace, for that is in- 
finite. I would fice to thee, and venture onjthy nch grace, ven- 
ture my foul upon thy grace, and beg to be faved from my_finful 
nature as well as guilty ftate, forthe one is my malady-as well as 
the other! Lord feize my whole fou), fanctify-and cleanfé every part 
of it, and let me from this evening be thine, in an everlafting union 
and fure covenant, and never more be my own or the world’s, but 
love, fear, ferve, and delight in thee for ever. Lord let:this:be' 
the happy event that fhall fucceed all my folly, vilenefs and’ guilt, 
the great iffue of all my wanderings, my-apoftacies and perplexis 
ties, and thine fhall be the glory, Rr ever, Amen and Amen, 





“« How moft exact is nature’s frame ! 

“ How wife the eternal Mind ! 

“ His counfels never change the {cheme 
“ That his firft thoughts defign’d.” 


NOR isit poffible to add to, or alter that plan for the better. 
His foreknowledge and wifdom excludes the fuppofition of any 
after amendment ; it was complete in all-its parts.; each perfectly 
adjufted, fo as to form one harmonious whole. | 

I blufh with a confcioufnefs of my extreme folly, in every dif- 
fatisfied thought I entertain with any of thy difpenfations ; O thou 
wife Governor! I am afhamed of my bafe ingratitude in that 
when thou haft aflured me that in, all. thy, difpenfations, in every 
afflicting ftroke, ia every crofs, yea, in,every fcourge of thy rod, 
ftiil thou art “ever mindful of thy covenant ;” always acing 
in concurrence with it; not a fingle circumftance befalls me 
but what is agreeable to that gracious. charter, However ins 
tricate and dark my circumftances appear to human reafon, yet I 
have no room to diftruft thee-; they are all clear in thine eye ; and 
though I know not what is to: befal me a moment beforehand, 
whether downy peace or dire calamities await me, yet this 1 know, 
that putting myfelf, and my all, into thine hand, I fhall be fafe ; 
fafe for time, and fafe for eternity. I hope Ihave often, and of- 
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ten. committed my immortal part into thine hands, and: jaid the 
wait ofits falvation on my divine Redeemer, and with:dacred 
pleafure left it with him; to his all.gracious care have 1 alfo: 
repeatedly trufted all my temporakconcerns, and with an entire 
affiance left them with him... And QO! with what facred ferenity 
have 1 then walked under the fhadow of his wings ? How did [| 
rifé above all my fears; above all. my fufferings; above all my: 
enemies ; and in the triumphs of faith could fay, | 
' * I know I’ve made my refuge God, 
“ And found a moft fecure abode ; _ 
«“ Have walk’d all day beneath his flade, 
“ And there at night refled my head. 
“ Now I will fay my God thy power 
“ Shall be my refuge and my tower, 
«“ I that am form’d of feeble dutt, 
“ Make thine almighty arm my truft; 
* How happy I1 my Maker's care 
‘ “ Shall keep me from the fowler’s fnare,” &c. 

Thus bleft was I in the fweets of heavenly peace, while I re- 
pofed myfelf in the arms of eternal truth ! . ' 
' What remains, O my foul, but a revewal of thofe aéts of faith ? 
This will enfure renewed happinefs. Go then, and depofit all 

thy cafe with him, on whofe thoulders hangs the weight of the 
whole creation! Go and carry thy burdens, thy wants, thy, 
griefs, thy fears, thy defires, to him, and leave all at the foot of 
his throne ; having done this, reft fatisfied that he who is the 
hearer of prayer will in his time redrefs thee ; that nothing fhall 
befall thee but what infinite wifdomr fees to be bell! Stedfaltly 
continue to confide in him ; believe his promifes, and live upon 
his faithfulnefs ; fo fhall they be life unto thee ; and ftrength to 
all thy foul | What are all the pleafures of fenfe, the blandith- 
ments of the world, but naufeous dregs? What the fociety of 
the moft knowing, and beft of friends ? Tis empty to the com- 
munion I long after ! what the knowledge of nature, to true 
{piritual acquaintance with nature’s origin |. Never had J a talte, 
nay nor a conception of pleafure, till a ray of divine glory beam- 
ed.on me, and warmed this heart, and diffolved it with Jove! the 
heavenly.luftre fpread all around me ; I welcomed. its. illumina- 
tions, and felt its enlivening influence ! I then opened into mar- 
vellous light, and inexpreflible communications followed! And 
though the Divine Being lad before appeared in his moft dread- 
ful attributes, and I was in fearful horror, knowing my fins, my 
enmity and obftinacy, confidered him as my almighty enemy ; 
and was trembling under the weight of my guilt, and his anger, 
yet nofooner did he by his fpirit reveal himfelf in his true char- 
acter, but that inward revelation wrought fuch effeéts, and was 
followed with fuck? confequences, as nothing but almighty grace 
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ean perform. Froni union to him-by: faith, flows communion - 
With him ; and this gracious.communion J bave called and) noth-. 
mg elfe can I call, sappinefiei aisl dria 3 ustsaols 
EAIN would I get my heart in tune for the facred exercifes of 
piety; but ah, my affections are.cold, my mind lazy, and { can- 
mot with vigor perform any duty.!. Whey will my, releafe come 
from this burdenfome clog of clay! When {hall my happy jubi-, 
kee appear ! when I hall get free fiom this principle of fin within, 
from a diftracting world wéthout !- When fhall this heart ceafe to 
be treacherous; my dear Redeemer ? When wilt thou take the en- 
tire pofleflion of me, and caufe, me to live wholly to thee ? Iam 
weary and fick of my. floth and inadtivity in the dublime bufinefs 
of devotion. Thou defervelt to be ferved with the height of pi- 
ous affections ; nothing lefs than the burning ardor of fervent love 
fhould accompany each prayer, each thank{giving, each ejacula- 
tron, yea, each thought. Butalas! my devout expreflions freeze 
oi my lips, my heart is cold to all the impreflions of rédéeming 
Jove !. That it is fo, is 1 hope a burden to me. _ I cannot be ealy; 
I mult arife and feek him “ whom my foul loveth,” loveth, thotgh. 
with fo faint a flame, fo infinitely thort of the merit .of the objet, 
As long as Lam in this tabernacle, I expe@ to groan’ under 
my burdens ;‘I have many kinds of burdens, but the preateft of 
allis, the plague of my own-heart; ‘I have the highelt reafon to 
ery out with the great apoftle, and great chriftian, “ O wretched 
that lam, who hall deliver me from this body of fin?’ Bleffed. 
be God a.Deliverer is provided ; Jefus has undertaken thé work, 
and has he not omnipotence ‘to effect it ? Be encouraged, then, ‘O° 
my foul, to hold out in thy conteft with fin ; refiting its motions 5 
Rruggling, fighting, wreftling evén until death ; fo thalt thou 
gain the conqueft, and receive the /aure/ of him, who purchaf- 
ed both the vidtory and the reward by his fpotlefs rightreoufnéfs 
and meritorious fufferings. Bear up a little longer, and prefs 
through all ‘difficulties. When once thou gettelt free, no more 
fhalt Pho cry out of a dark underftanding, cold affections, perverfe 
will, nor murmuring paffions, but all thy foul fhali be fweetly at- 
tempered to the bufinefs and the bleffednefs of that ftate where God 
is ferved in'all the perfeé beauties of holinefs! Amen, Even fo 
Lord Jesus, may this be the lot of the unworthielt-of thy crea- 
tures, even for thine own mercies’ fake, Amen and Amen. 
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CHRISTIAN lady in Yorkthire, England, frtiae dowa 

to breaktah, was very forcibly imprefled, thatthe mul 
inftantly carry a loaf of bread to a poor man, who lived about 
halfa mile from her houfe. . Her hutband: wifed her either to 
poltpone taking. the loaf until after breakfaft, orto fendit by a 
fervant ; but fhe chofe to take it herfelf inftantly.. Asflie ap- 
proached the hat, flie heard the found of a huntan voieé ; with- 
ing to hear what it was, fhe ftepped fofily, and unperceived to 
the door, when the. heard the poor ‘man’ praying,\ and -’imong 
other things he faid, **.O Lord, help me 5 Lord thou wik Help me; 
thy promife cannot fail; and though my wife, felf, and childrea 
have no bread to eat, and it is now a:whole day fince we had 
any, I know thou wilt fupply me, though thou fhould? again 
rain down manna from heaven.” . "The lady could wait ad long- 
er ; fhe opened the door; yes, fhe:replied, God has fent you re- 
lief. Take this leaf and be encouraged to caft your careiupon 
him who careth:for you ;.and when you ever waat a loaf of 
bread, come to my houfe. 
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LINES ADDRESSED TO AN INFANT. 





| i AdL, placid babe, firft object and reward 
Of love parental, joyfal at thy birch 7 f iadaad 

Kindred and ftrangers, fmiling with regard, 
All weleome thee a refident on earth. — 


May no rovgh blaft annoy thine op’ning bloom, — - 
Though blafts are frequent in earth’s defert clime ; 
The fin looks down on many an infant’s tomb, 
But may’ ft thou fhare his light beyond thy prime. 


May heav’n affift a mother’s faithful hand 

To fpeed thy growth, to guard thy tender age ; 
And add the joy to fee thy mind expand, 

As objects itrange thine eyes and ears engage, 
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Rejoicé thy ftrength’ning 
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Lines addressed to'an Infant. 


May thy glad father, while to ev’ry eye 
His image lives and one {till in thee, 
aculties to try,’ } 
_ And bend the twig as he would with the tree. 


‘May grace divine thy little heart renew, 


A moral:change that little heart requires, 
Tite (Ai the parentage and offspring too; 
; None but of heav’nly birth to heav’n afpires. 


fo RUE ae BEL a Pet 4 ye 


“May thy, firft lifping be thy Maker’s name, 
May pure religion decorate thy youth. ; 
“Thy manhood more its excellence proclaim, t 


And thy death prove the blifsful pow’r of truth. 


Jebus the Saviour was 2 babe like thee, 
Save the foul nature in thy bofom bred ; 


But oh ! how much thy bletlings difagree 7 
‘With his coarfe fwaddling clothes and manger bed. 
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May thy firft knowledge be to know his love, 
tr Bethl’hem’s babe alone can babes be bleft, 
He left for pain and death the throne above, 
That babes and men might find celeftial reft. 


SPF ant 


Like him, a child approv’d by earth and heav’ny 
“May’ft thou in virtue as in ftature grow, 
‘And cheerful diff’rence to thy parents giv’n 
His filial love exemplify anew. 


May the prime object of his life be thine, 


Jehovah’s glory, univerfal good ; 
Amid the world may’ft. thou his»foll’wer fhine, i 
With wifdom, love and gentlenefs endued. 


Thus may’ ft thou eye ferene the verge of times 
At each review thy pureft joys increafe, 
Till quitting earth thy fpirit rife fublime, | é' 


_ By angels —_ to the realms of blifZSDY 
LEANDER. 








